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• Overview of child marriage programming
• Phase One: Piloting Berhane Hewan
• Phase Two: Testing Berhane Hewan for 

Scale-Up
• Phase Three: Using evidence to scale-up 

Berhane Hewan

Presentation Organization



Child Marriage
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• 250 million women married before the age of 15 
and 450 million between ages 15 and 18

• Declining globally but estimates show more than 
100 million girls under 18 will be married in the 
next decade

• Married girls lose their childhood, become socially 
isolated, have limited educational and employment 
options, and are vulnerable to early pregnancy and 
HIV and other STIs

Status of Child Marriage
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• Ethiopia is in the top 10 of 
countries with the highest 
rates of child marriage

• 58% of women aged 20-49 
were married or in union 
before age 18

• Few programs to prevent 
child marriage have been 
implemented and most of 
those that have are small-
scale and unevaluated

Child Marriage in Ethiopia



Phase One: Piloting Berhane Hewan
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• 2012 review found the most effective way of 
delaying child marriage (Lee-Rife et al.)

– Offered incentives (CCT, provision of school 
materials)

– Empowered girls (girls’ groups and training)

• 2017 review showed (Chae & Ngo)

– Empowerment most effective approach
– Economic least successful approach
– Ambiguity of community & schooling approaches

Global Child Marriage Evidence
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• Berhane Hewan (2004-2006) was a partnership 
between the Ethiopian Government and the Population 
Council

Filling the Evidence Gap
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• Four main components to test based on existing 
evidence:
– Address child marriage social norms through community 

conversations

– Provide school supplies to encourage retention in school

– Conditional asset transfer to encourage girls remaining 
unmarried and in school

– Married girls’ groups to improve life skills and RH 
knowledge

Filling the Evidence Gap
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• Girls aged 10 to 14 in the intervention site were 
90% less likely to be married and three times more 
likely to be in school

• Success, so now what? Scale-up?

• Local partners questioned if the multi-component 
design was too complex and costly to scale up, 
especially in the absence of costing data.

Phase One Findings



Phase Two: Testing 
Berhane Hewan for Scale-Up
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• A study to examine scale-up concerns was 
conducted from 2010-2016

• Tested simplified, more easily scaled up program 
components from the initial study, while retaining 
fidelity to the original intervention

• Each original intervention was implemented in a 
different geographic area to identify the specific 
impact of a minimum-basic package of 
interventions and to collect costing data

Addressing Issues for Scale-up
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• In the context examined, different interventions 
proved successful for different age groups  to delay 
child marriage:
– For younger adolescents (ages 12 to 14) providing 

school supplies
– For older adolescents (ages 15 to 17) providing 

conditional assets in the form of chickens

• The cost of providing these school supplies and 
conditional assets was USD $20 and USD $32, 
respectively, per girl per year

What Will Work for Scale-up?
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• The scale-up study also 
provided information on how 
to refine and improve the 
design and implementation 
of child marriage prevention 
programs, including:
– Identify and target specific 

geographical locations at the 
sub-regional level where child 
marriage is most prevalent

– Pay attention to coverage of 
interventions on the ground

What else can the Scale-up Study Tell us?



Phase Three: Using Evidence to 
Scale-up Berhane Hewan
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• As learned from the scale-up study, finding the 
right locations for scale-up is important

How to Move from Research to Scale-up?



17

• The Population Council developed a Child Census rapid tool 
that assesses the status of girls and boys in communities 
where it is used. The tool:
– aids in identifying sub-regional locations with the highest prevalence 

of girls who are out of school and/or married before age 18
– allows programmers to compare the status of girls to boys in project 

communities to determine if there is a data-driven justification for a 
programmatic focus on girls

– contributes to evidence-driven programming for children and youth
– serves as a rapid baseline survey for eventual project interventions, 

and enumerates the universe of eligible girls

How to Move from Research to Scale-up?
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• The Population Council and the Regional Bureau of 
Women and Children selected and began to 
support scale-up in rural Benishangul-Gumuz
Region

• Younger girls (12 to 14) are offered school supplies
• Older girls (15 to 17) are offered solar powered 

lights
– This changed from chickens in the original study to a 

solar powered light due to community needs and 
feasibility

Scaling up Berhane Hewan
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• Use of evidence to build successive 
generations of effective and context-
appropriate programs

• The use of quality data is critical in improving 
understanding of programs, esp sensitive 
topics like child marriage

• Scale-up of activities can be achieved, but 
flexibility and local context are vital

Lessons from Berhane Hewan
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